Important News

The Agency for Co-operative Housing is at once regretful and pleased to make the following two announcements. Gail Church, the Agency’s Director, Corporate Services, is retiring at the end of October, and in her place, the Agency has hired Colin MacDougall. 

Gail has been with the Agency from the first, when we came together with little more than a vision, a business plan and a contract with CMHC. Gail’s achievement has been to make our current performance possible by overseeing the set-up of four Agency offices and the entire financial, corporate and technical infrastructure that supports our front-line work. She gave her all, and we are deeply grateful.

Colin joins us from La Siembra Co-operative, a worker co-op that sources and supplies fair-trade and organic food products. Fluently bilingual, he holds a Bachelor’s degree in international business and an MBA. These qualifications and his innate talents enabled Colin to assume a variety of roles during his nine years with La Siembra, including logistics manager, sales manager, business analysis and development manager, chair of La Siembra’s board of directors and, latterly, finance manager. In this last position, he oversaw all financial-management functions at La Siembra, as well as the organization’s information technology. 

Colin’s extensive technical knowledge is complemented by excellent skills in human relations and communication. His thorough understanding of co-operative values will serve him well at the Agency, along with his belief in the co‑operative business model. We are excited to have him join the Agency team. 



